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By Bob Ross (S`55) 
 
WOW! Don’t think I’ve seen that many Polyites in 
one place since my class, Spring `55, graduated. Hear 
tell there may have been about 
450 Poly folks there. What a 
great party. A room full of 
hugs, smiles and memories.  
 
I was once told that going to a 
school reunion was a real 
“BUMMER”, nothing but bad 
memories and tears! Can’t 
remember who it was that told 
me that … not a problem, that 
person must have been the 
“bad memory!” We have been 
to several class reunions and 
Athletic Luncheons over the 
years and have always left 
with warm feelings and great 
memories. And this Alumni Luncheon was no excep-
tion. The only difference was that we were involved in 
all that made it “tick.” 
 
Yes, there were a few “glitches” but you must remem-
ber that this is a brand new Alumni Association and 
their first ever event, the folks behind the scenes are 
learning. Planning has already started for next year’s 
luncheon. Some areas of concern have been identified 
and solutions are being sought. Got an idea, sugges-
tion or concern? Drop an email to the Association at 
the email address on the bottom of Page 2 of this 
newsletter … the Association wants to hear from you. 

Before I go any further, I would like to apologize to 
the young lady whose photos are on this front page. 
I’ve been publishing this newsletter for 28 years and 
still haven’t learned how to be a “reporter”. Would 
someone please tell me her name and class year so I 
can properly identify her in the next newsletter. I’ll 
have to have a long talk with my reporting staff !!! 

 
So, putting all the “glitches” aside, we hope 
everyone will stand and give a cheer for the 
new Poly Alumni Association hosting a great 
1st Annual Poly Luncheon. The food was great. 
I almost couldn’t eat all the chicken plate … the 
bar did a “flowing” business (excuse the pun) 
and the folks on the stage tried awfully hard to 
talk over all the folks “remembering when.” 
And if you took a moment to look over the dis-
plays you might have awakened a few lost 
memories. There were a lot of those floating 

around the room. 
 
Time now to start looking 
forward to next year’s Alum-
ni Luncheon. We hope that 
you will also consider join-
ing your newly formed Poly 
Alumni Association. These 
folks are dedicated to keep-
ing the memory of San Fran-
cisco’s greatest high school 
alive for many years to 
come. The Association needs 
your help and support to do 

this. At the back of this newsletter you’ll find a form 
to join the Association … as Sal Priolo reminds us … 

 

BE TRUE TO YOUR SCHOOL 



 

 

THANK YOU! 
From the Polytechnic Alumni Association 

Sal Priolo, Chair 
 

Thanks to all those that helped in 
putting on our 1st Annual Polytech-
nic Alumni Association Luncheon 
for all Polytechnic High School clas-
ses on Sept.19 at the Irish Cultural 
Center in San Francisco. We had 
over 450 alumni there … stupen-
dous!! It was a great event with lots 
of Poly spirit still alive and well. For 
the most part, things went well but a 
few things didn't go quite as well as 
we had hoped. We learned some lessons on a few things 
and plan to do better next time … and there will be a next 
time!! The primary purpose of our Association is to de-
velop into a full-fledged, non-profit with the goal of 
providing scholarships for deserving students in the SF 
Unified School District in the name of our great old Poly-
technic High School. Of course we also want to continue 
to have reunions and social gatherings of our alumni and 
their families, former teachers and friends of our dear  
alma mater which we all will always love and cherish! 
 
We also would like to thank all of our generous donors 
who provided the wonderful items we raffled off at the 
September 19th event as follows: Art Lidstrom '57, Gun-
ard Mahl '56, Laurel Hill '60, Barbara Leroux '55, Carol 
Randall `54 as well as the following businesses: Hightail 
Hotel SF … gift certificate for 2 days of dog boarding; 
Val's Restaurant … lunch for 2 certificate; Gino/Carlo's 
Sports Lounge/bar … case of red/white wine; Piatti's 
Ristorante … $75 gift certificate, Piazza Pellegrini … 
$100 gift certificate; Gold Mirror Ristorante … $50 gift 
certificate; Original Joe's … $100 gift certificate; Jug 
Shop … case of red/white wine; Columbus Café … case 
of red/white wine.  
 
Proceeds from raffle sales amounted to over $750 which 
was placed in our Association treasury and added to our 
income from the meal to start us towards our scholarship 
goal. Anyone we forgot to thank, many thanks to you! 
Thanks also to all our dedicated alumni who attended to 
make our event such a resounding success!  
 
Till our next event ….. 
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From Joan (Bender) Adams (`50) 
 
Thanks so much. Bob St. Clair used to sit next to me in 4th 
period Bookkeeping class, Mr. Silva, and he’d rummage 
through my lunch bag to see what he could salvage … a 
growing boy at 6’4” then. And Jimmy Price lived across 
the street from me, he on Eureka and me on 21st. Knew his 
brother Charlie and sister Sally as they were younger than 
he and then he had an older brother and sister too. Thought 
he played the trumpet also and at one time married to a 
Japanese girl, which was unusual back then. 
 



 
From Ron Rehn (`57) 
 
You do a great job and a great service to Polyites. If I 
owned a newspaper I would promote you to editor. 
 
Editor: HHMMMMMMMMMM 
 



 
From Nick Makris (`61) 
 
Hey Bob, thanks for the hard work. It occurred to me that 
you might need an idea for some upcoming newsletters. 
How about some random pics from various yearbooks. 
You could send a request to the folk on your mailing list 
asking for before and after pics. 
 
Editor: Great idea … kinda got it started on the front page 
of this issue. However, I am missing most of the 60s year-
books … Kathy … HELP!!! 
 



 
From Vince Aguuiar (`63) & Rich Eichenbaum (`64) 
 
Vince: Friends, I though you might enjot reading about 
Paul Shuttleworth (S`63). He was Student Body President, 
I believe, in spring of 1963. 
Rich: I remember Red. He was co-manager of several 
teams including Varsity Football. 
 
Editor: You will find links to Paul’s web site, FaceBook 
page and Blog page on the “Links” tab of the Perennial 
Parrot web site. 

Sal Priolo, `50 

Yearly%20membership=$10C:/Users/bobro_000/Documents/01%20Mardi%20Gra%20Brochure
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Used to stand 

POLYTECHNIC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
NEXT ANNUAL LUNCHEON 

OCTOBER 22, 2016 … TEnTaTivE DaTE 
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Where a 
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Lighted match 

A master entertainer 
with a warm and 
winning personality, 
George Hamilton has 
performed with big 
name entertainers 
such as the Kingston 
Trio, Peter, Paul, and 

Mary, Bill Cosby, Phyllis 
Diller, Smothers Brothers, 
Whispers, Carlos Santana, 
Sylvester Stewart of Sly 
and the Family Stone. He’s 
performed with Cybil Sheppard and Chris McDonald 
in “Telling Secrets,” a movie made for TV in 1996.   
 
George Hamilton was the opening act for popular art-
ists like Vic Damone and Engelbert Humperdinck. 
George and Teddy, Beach Boys, and Diana Ross and 
the Supremes amongst others were headlining acts for 
Stevie Wonder’s 1963 Dedication Concert at the Cow 
Palace in San Francisco. 
 

The buzz quickly spread through San Francisco.  
 
“George and Teddy” were known as the most dynamic 
act around the world. While attending a “George and 
Teddy” performance, you would find yourself 
amongst celebrities like Fred Astaire, George Burns, 
Connie Stevens, Nancy Sinatra, Bruce Lee, Henry Sil-
ver, Lenny Bruce, Red Skelton, Johnny Mathis, Vince 
Edwards, Ann Margret, Jamie Lee Curtis, and Clint 
Eastwood to name just a few. 

George Hamilton 
and Teddy Brown 
signed a recording 
contract with Moe 
Austin, President 
of Warner Broth-

er’s Record Company. One of the albums was titled 
“George and Teddy Live at Ciros” produced by Jim-
my Bowen. Later Hamilton signed with Chuck Grego-
ry at Mammoth Records and produced the album 
“George and Teddy Live from the Condor in San 
Francisco.” Gregory signed Hamilton for a second 
time at Polydor Records. George Hamilton later 
signed with MGM Records and worked with Mike 
Kirb. Several years later George Hamilton signed a 
five year contract with Ben Scotti of Scotti Brother’s 
Records. During his remarkable 40 year career, Ham-
ilton has worked for a long list of entertainers which 
include Dionne Warrick, Diana Ross, Righteous 
Brothers, Jan and Dean, The Ronettes, Marvin Gaye, 
and his close friend George Benson. George Hamilton 
has worked with notable producers including Phil 
Spector (Phillips Records), Jimmy Bowen (Warner 
Brothers), Ross Regen (Artist), and Chuck Gregory 
(Paramount). At Warner Brothers the multi-talented 
Sonny Bono was George Hamilton’s A and R musical 
director. The legendary comedian and once personal 
friend, Redd Foxx invited Hamilton to star in an epi-
sode of the popular television show, “Sanford and 
Son.” A well traveled entertainer, Hamilton toured 
through Europe with a young group of guys known to 
everyone as the Beatles. 
 

Today George Hamilton is considered one of Arizo-
na’s best kept secrets. Being an entertainer in the val-
ley for the past 30 plus years, there aren’t too many 
places George Hamilton can go without being recog-
nized by a fan of today or admirer of his earlier music 
and movies. He is a highly respected social figure and 
loved by so many in Arizona. 
 
 
Editor: If you attended the PAA 
Luncheon this past September 
you could have shaken his hand 
or gotten a hug from George as 
Carolyn did …. 

George Hamilton ... Class 0f `56 
The “George & Teddy Guy” 
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by Emmet McDonagh  

I remember one of my first visits to the legendary Kezar Pavilion. 
It was the early 90s, and I must've been around 8 years old. My 
father took my two brothers and me to the Pavilion for a Pro-Am 
summer basketball game. The fans were going crazy, the game 
was great, but amidst all of this I remember one moment quite 
clearly. 
 
After the game my older brother came running back to the rest of 
us. "I got to shake hands with Tim Hardaway!" a Golden State 
Warriors legend from the glorious TMC* days of the late 80s and 
early 90s. I was full of jealousy. But this was the kind of place 
Kezar was: an intimate sports venue where a kid could get close 
and personal with his or her hometown heroes. 
 
The history of the pavilion starts in the early 1920s when Mary 
Kezar donated $100,000 to build a memorial in honor of her 
mother and uncles who were pioneers in the area. The City of 
San Francisco threw in another $200,000 to build on the land that 
had housed Golden Gate Park's nursery and stable yard beginning 
in the 1870s. Most of the money was used to build Kezar Stadi-
um, a football stadium that served as the home of the 49ers be-
tween 1946 and 1971. But the smaller Kezar Pavilion, built in 
1924 by Willis Polk and Company, has outlasted the stadium. 
Over the years this versatile little venue has hosted a wide and 
eclectic array of sporting events and concerts. 
 
The most regular professional sports tenant of the pavilion 
through the years has been the legendary Bay Bombers of the 
original Roller Derby League. In the 1960s players such as Char-
lie O'Connell (named "Mr. Roller Derby") and Joanie Weston 
(aka "the Blonde Bomber" or the "Blonde Amazon") helped the 
Bombers draw over 19 million weekly TV viewers by broadcast-
ing to over 1,200 TV stations worldwide. 
 
Let's let that sink in for just one second–over 19 million viewers 
a week just 10 to 15 years after TVs were starting to become a 
commonplace in American households! It is easy to understand 
why by the mid-1960s, the 4,000 seat Kezar Pavilion was one of 
the most well-known sports venues in the world. 
 
The Pavilion structure itself is quite simple, with a peaked roof 
with shingles on top. From a distance the design looks somewhat 
art deco. Inside, the Pavilion can get wild when it is full to the 
rafters with fans. But it can just as easily have a high school gym-
nasium feel when it is sparsely packed, bringing out the old 
school spirit of any spectator that enters. Whether concerts, box-
ing matches, middle school volleyball, indoor soccer, profession-
al female wrestling tournaments, or the Summer Pro-Am Basket-
ball League, Kezar Pavilion always offers a fun time for sports 
enthusiasts young and old. 

If the Bay Area had won its bid for the 2012 Summer Olympics, 
the Pavilion would have hosted table tennis and badminton 
matches. This proves once again that the versatility of this simple 
stadium will keep on bringing in the fans for many years to come. 
 
_____ * T-Tim Hardaway, point guard, M-Mitch Richmond, 
shooting guard, and C-Chris Mullin, small forward. 

Got out of hand. 

Kezar Pavilion 
An Ongoing Legend  
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Two Short Poems from the Fall 1925 Journal 

There was a fine principal head of a school, 
Who had too many children to follow the rule; 

He secured them an annex, two blocks down the street, 
And another next door, which was quiet a neat feat. 

 

Hush-a-bye, Senior, on the school top, 
When report cards are issued, thy standing will rock; 

If the card’s bad, thy credit will fall, 
Down will come parents, graduation and all. 

 



 

 

Hisashi Moriyama 
Class of Spring 1929 

Considered the “Father of Japanese Jazz” 
 
Editor: While in Calif. For the PAA Lunch-
eon, we received an email requesting any 
information about Hisashi Moriyama and 
Polytechnic High School from a Toshiko 
Iizuka (Email below). We sent her a scan of 
the Spring 1929 year book and forwarded 
her request to Kathy Compagno, our “Polytechnic Historian”, 
who jumped in with both feet. A meeting with Toshiko was ar-
ranged for after the luncheon at the SF Public Library. Kathy, 
Carolyn and I met with Toskiko and spent a wonderful afternoon 
digging through and photographing Poly yearbooks and memora-
bilia at the library then taking her out to the “Poly Campus” for a 
tour and photos. Kathy then went with Toshiko downtown to 
“Japan Town”. A wonderful day for all. 
 
Letter from Toshiko Iizuka … Sept 10, 2015 
 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Ross, 
  
My name is Toshiko Iizuka and I am one of the researcher for a 
TV series called “Family History” broadcasted by NHK in Japan. 
  
The series have been broadcasted since 2008 and the show is a 
documentary of certain celebrities in Japan, tracing thoroughly 
their family history to look into their identities and to discover 
how their families were bonded together.  The show is very pop-
ular receiving many positive remarks and is broadcasted every 
Friday from 10pm.  We are currently working on the family of 
Ryoko Moriyama , a well-known singer in Japan, who will be 
celebrating her 50th anniversary as a recording artist next year. 
  
We are tracing the old days of their parents, grandparents and 
further ancestors, to see how they had lived through their times, 
which lead us to the roots of the Moriyama family. 
  
You may say what got to do with Polytechnic High School. 
  
Ryoko Moriyama’s grandfather, Saburo Moriyama came to the 
United States from Japan in 1901, to study the art of photog-
raphy, and opened Moriyama Photo Studio in 1915.  The studio, 
located at 1797 Sutter Street, was maintained until the beginning 
of the war. 
  
Ryoko Moriyama’s father, Hisashi Moriyama was born in 1910 
in San Francisco.  He had become keen in music during child-
hood, and became active playing the French Horn and Trumpet 
during his high school days, at times as member of the “High 
School U.S.A. Band”. He graduated in June, 1929. We found 
some Poly Alumni Association Records contributed to San Fran-
cisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library. There were 
graduation photos and mentioning about Hisashi Moriyama in 
“Jazz Band”.  
  
Determined to pursue a career in music, Hisashi matriculated in 
1929 at the College of the Pacific, Stockton, California. Unfortu-
nately, after several semesters, Hisashi had to terminate his stud-
ies because of financial constrains created by the Depression. 
  
Although he wanted to become a musician, it was very difficult 
as a Japanese-American to make living as a musician in Califor-
nia back in those days. He instead went to his parents’ homeland, 
Japan in 1934, and succeeded to become a musician in paying the 

trumpet. Strongly influenced by her father, Ryoko has become a 
singer herself. 
  
In line with this, to trace more precisely how Hisashi Moriyama 
spent his youth with music at Polytechnic High School, I have 
contacted you. Is there anything you can share with us about the 
rich history of Polytechnic High School especially before the war 
(WWII) broke out. 
 
I assume you are very busy but it will be tremendously helpful if 
you can share your time with us and help us with this documen-
tary. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
  
Toshiko Iizuka 
Researcher of “Family History” 
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SF Public Library … Sept 22, 2015 
Kathy (Bertsch, S`64), Compagno, Toshiko Iizuka, Bob Ross (S`55), 

Carolyn (Bier, S`57) Ross 

“POLY Campus” Sept 22, 2015 
Toshiko Iizuka 

Family Researcher … NHK TV, Japan 

JAZZ BAND 
 

Our jazz band under the leadership of Homer Keaton with 
his syncopating sax has played at all the school dances in the 
girls gym, and at the C.S.F. entertainment on April 12. 
 

The band consists of the following boys: Dick Foy, piano; Ed 
Raymond and Allan Blackford, saxophones; Hisashi Moriya-
ma, trumpet; Frank Hess, trombone; Bernie Levy, drums. 
 

From the Spring 1929 Year Book, Page 33 



 

 

BANANA PUDDING POKE CAKE!!! 
  

 Ingredients 
 
 1 box yellow cake mix (& ingredients to make cake) 
 2 box (small) instant banana pudding 
 4 c milk 
 8 oz whipped topping 
 20 vanilla wafers, crushed 
 sliced bananas - use your own judgment 
 

 Directions 
 
 1. Follow the oven directions on the cake mix box to pre-
pare the actual cake. Prepare it in a 9 x 13" pan. When 
golden, remove from oven and let cool for a few minutes. 
 2. When just slightly cooled, use the end of a wooden 
spoon (the handle end) to poke holes into the baked cake. 
Don't be shy; make the holes big enough for the pudding to 
seep into and go deep enough with the spoon that you hit 
the bottom of the pan. 
 3. Next, prepare your pudding mixture. Combine your 4 
cups of milk and the instant pudding mix; whisk until fully 
combined and there are no lumps. 
 4. Now it's time to fill those holes! Pour the pudding mix-
ture over the entire cake, taking care to get it into all your 
holes. Use the spoon to help really get it into the cake and 
spread evenly. 
 5. Refrigerate for about two hours... or until set. Top with 

whipped topping, crushed vanilla wafers and sliced bana-

nas! Serve and enjoy. (Refrigerate any leftovers.) 

A Holiday YUMMY! 

Where the elite meet to eat 
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Darlene (Marte) Holman, `59. is a busy lady … especially 
when it comes to traveling and visiting friends and family. 
This past September 23rd, while in San Francisco for the 
PAA Luncheon, she met with classmates Jolene (Bleggi) 
Gelardi and Jeanne (Bonnardl) Marzocco to have lunch at 
Pier 23. That’s Darlene in the middle and she identifies the 
other two as “the other whited haired lady” (on the left) is 
Jolene and “the short one” (on the right) is Jeanne. 

 

If you have even a drop of Irish blood in you, Pat (West 
S`55) Puchert will want to talk to you. This past October 
13th found Pat, in GREEN, singing (an Irish ditty, I’m 
sure) with son Willie on the guitar at an Irish Club Dinner 
in Reno, NV. 
 

Me thinks a “Pint at the Pub” would be in order ………. 
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May the Parrot be with them on their journey 

 

 

                                     Katharine(Keeley) Loretto   (90) 
                              Faculty, 1960s 
 

                             10-15-1924 ~ 4-25-2015 
 

                              Faculty photo at left from the  
                              Spring  `60 Yearbook 
 

Subjects taught: 
History,  
Foreign Language 
 
 

                                           
 
Gerald Dale Greenlee        (79) 
 
Spring `54 
 
1-19-1936 ~ 8-22-2015 
 
 
 
John Henry     (81) 
 
Spring `52 
 
3-12-1934 ~ 11-21-2015 
 
Basketball Star `51—`52 
 
 
 
Carmen “Kim” (Garcia) Neitz     (94) 
 
Fall `38 
 
3-14-1921 ~ 12-5-2015 
 

 
Calvin Chu     (82) 
 
Spring `53 
 
7-1-1933 ~ 7-26-2015 
 
 

 
 
Rudy Hernandez     (79) 
 
Spring `55 
 
3-17-1936 ~ 11-28-2015 
 
 
 
 
William Zimmerman     (92) 
 
Fall `41 
 
7-2-1923~ 11-25-2015 
 
 

 
John Ferdinand Shubunka    (90) 
 
Fall `43 
 
8-5-1925 ~ 11-30-2015 
 

 
James William Popoff  … Spring `54      (79) 
11-30-1935 ~ Sept 2015 

 

Spring 1960 Yearbook 

CHEERLEADERS CLUB 
FRONT ROW: D. Perrine, D. 
Razdoroff, B. Steinway, M. Jacobs 

BACK ROW: C. Fong, F. Kramer, D. 
Gonzales, K. Woolwine, A. Heard, 
F.F. Fletcher, D. Howell 

 



 

 

 

  

from Bob (S`55) & Carolyn (Bier, S`57) Ross 
The Perennial Parrot Staff 

May The Parrot Be With You 
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Another day, another dollar …  
Another year, another volume …  
and if we lived in the Bay Area,  

Another afternoon … another fog bank! 
Yes, we really do miss it. These Texas ground fogs don’t 

EVEN come close to seeing and feeling a Pacific fog bank 
rolling across the Coast Range and down into The City.  

SIGH …… 
 



 
It was almost a year after the 
Cornerstone dedication that we 
finally got to make the 
“Pilgrimage” and pay our re-
spects. And the welcome from 
the folks in both gyms was mar-
velous … they really appreciate 
it when Poly Alumni stop by to 
visit. Haven’t been there yet? 
SHAME ON YOU! Next time 
you’re in the area stop by to 
“remember when”, have your 
picture “token” by the Corner-
stone and visit with those folks, 
you’ll really enjoy your time 
“Back at school”. 
 



 
Before & After or Then & Now … what a great idea for the 
newsletter. Our thanks to Nick Kahris (`61) for his suggest-
ing it in the “Letters to the Editor”. Have seen this in other 
publications … dummy me for not doing it already. So 
what you want from a 78 year old? Actually, we had al-
ready set the photos for the front page of this issue when 
we got Nick’s letter … guess I was reading his letter as he 
wrote it. If you have any “Then” photos from school days, 
especially with classmates, take a similar “Now” photo and 
send them in. No, the “Then” photos don’t have to be from 
a yearbook but would be great if the “Now” photos could 
be taken with the same background as the “Then” photos. 

GOT IT?  GREAT!  DO IT! 
 

If you haven’t already found them, we have  
posted photos from the PAA Luncheon in the  
“Photo Gallery” section of the web page … more 
than what are in this issue. Also, be sure to check the 
“Links” section from time to time for upcoming Poly  
activities and new links. We recently added links to web 
sites for George Hamilton and Paul Shuttleworth. And if 
you know of other Polyites that have become prominent in 
fields such as business, sports, entertainment, or whatever, 
be sure to send us their name, class and web site infor-
mation so we can share it with our readers. 

 


 
 

From  
Me Casa 

To  
Su Casa 

 
 

 

We wish you all a most warm and wonderful 
holiday season. May the coming year be a 
most happy time for you and yours. May the 
sadness of world events be resolved soon to 
bring peace to the world ….. 
 
 

A Think To Thought On … 
 

Life is not a struggle, 
It’s a wiggle. 

 

Carolyn (Bier) & Bob Ross 
Parrot Staff Visit Cornerstone 9-22-2015 

Merry Christmas 

&  

Happy New Year 



 

 

 

He was getting old and paunchy 
And his hair was falling fast, 
And he sat around the Legion, 
Telling stories of the past. 
  
Of a war that he once fought in 
And the deeds that he had done, 
In his exploits with his buddies; 
They were heroes, every one. 
 
And 'tho sometimes to his neighbors 
His tales became a joke, 
All his buddies listened quietly 
For they knew whereof he spoke. 

  
But we'll hear his tales no longer, 
For ol' Joe has passed away, 
And the world's a little poorer 
For a Veteran died today. 

  
He won't be mourned by many, 
Just his children and his wife. 
For he lived an ordinary, 
Very quiet sort of life. 

  
He held a job and raised a family, 
Going quietly on his way; 
And the world won't note his passing, 
'Tho a Veteran died today. 

  
When politicians leave this earth, 
Their bodies lie in state, 
While thousands note their passing, 
And proclaim that they were great. 

  
Papers tell of their life stories 
From the time that they were young, 
But the passing of a Veteran 

Goes unnoticed, and unsung. 
  

Is the greatest contribution 
To the welfare of our land, 
Some jerk who breaks his promise 
And cons his fellow man? 

  
Or the ordinary fellow 
Who in times of war and strife, 
Goes off to serve his country 
And offers up his life? 

The politician's stipend 
And the style in which he lives, 
Are often disproportionate, 
To the service that he gives. 

  
While the ordinary Veteran, 
Who offered up his all, 
Is paid off with a medal 
And perhaps a pension, small. 

  
It is not the politicians 
With their compromise and ploys, 
Who won for us the freedom 
That our country now enjoys. 

  
Should you find yourself in danger, 
With your enemies at hand, 
Would you really want some cop-out, 
With his ever-waffling stand? 

  
Or would you want a Veteran 
His home, his country, his kin, 
Just a common Veteran, 
Who would fight until the end. 

  
He was just a common Veteran, 
And his ranks are growing thin, 
But his presence should remind us 
We may need his likes again. 

  
For when countries are in conflict, 
We find the Veteran's part, 
Is to clean up all the troubles 
That the politicians start. 

  
If we cannot do him honor 
While he's here to hear the praise, 
Then at least let's give him homage 
At the ending of his days. 

  
Perhaps just a simple headline 
In the paper that might say: 
"OUR COUNTRY IS IN MOURNING, 
A  VETERAN DIED TODAY." 

A  VETERAN DIED TODAY 
 

by Pamela Carroll 



 

 


